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Explanation of Legal Maxim: Ignorance of Facts and
Ignorance of the Law, in the Light of Islamic and Western
Laws: A Comparative Study
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Abstract

Both Islamic and western laws try to facilitate their followers in different
ways. For the above mentioned purpose both have formed several Legal
Maxims which assist each and every individual to enjoy these facilitations
provided to them by the Legal Science. Similarly there are some Legal
Maxims which provide legal excuses to these people. Among these Legal
Maxims there is a Maxim considered as one of fundamental legal Maxims
called “Ignorance of facts and Ignorance of the Law”. This article focuses on
explanation and interpretation of the said Maxim according to Islamic as
well as western Laws.

Key Words: Legal Excuses, Legal Facilities, Ignorance of Facts and
Ignorance of the Law.
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“Ignorance of facts excuses, Ignorance of the Law does
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“If the heir is ignorant of the death of his ancestor, he is
ignorant of a fact...”?
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“Ignorance of the law, which every man is presumed to
know, does not afford excuse”?®
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“There may be a doubtful point of law of the true solution
of which a person may be ignorant”?’
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“And it is quite evident that ignorance of the law often in
reality exists”?®
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